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“I don’t know” and the path to the world 
 
Welcome, new students of Kanazawa University! 
Back when a non-Japanese president of a university entered a university as a freshman 
like you, he asked the following question of his father, who was also a president of a 
different university at that time. “What was the most difficult answer you ever had to 
give?” His father replied, “I don’t know.” “What?” the son responded. “You knew 
everything?” “That’s not what I mean,” his father corrected him. “The most difficult thing 
for us to say is to answer clearly “I don’t know” about what we don’t know.” 
“I should know exactly what I don’t know”, this essentially Socratic attitude becomes 
increasingly harder to honestly hold as we grow older, and gain more and more 
knowledge. We are afraid of looking stupid, we try to show off, we get overconfident, so 
that we unconsciously cloud our own vision to the point that we believe that we know 
things we actually don’t know. That stands in the way of getting true knowledge. This is 
why I recommend you, as new university students, not to deceive yourselves with this 
kind of false knowing. Ask yourself sincerely what you truly know for sure. 
Our University set forth Kanazawa University “Global” Standard (KUGS) in the 2014 
academic year to outline the knowledge and skills that it promises to give you upon 
finishing undergraduate or graduate school, so there are two versions, one for 
undergraduate and the other for graduate students. I’d like to take this opportunity to 
talk about the 4th standard of 5 standards included in both of these versions. This 4th 
standard is “Connect with the World.” This means “an ability to accept different cultures 
based on deep empathy for others and to actively connect with the world with awareness 
and pride for your own country and local culture”. 
 
The story of the Tower of Babel that appears in the Old Testament’s “Book of Genesis” 
begins with the ancient people trying to build a tower reaching the sky using their 
science and technology as a challenge to God. God condemns the tower approaching the 
clouds, saying "I will disturb their words so that they will no longer understand each 
other and will scatter all over the earth." As a result, the construction of the tower was 
stopped, and since then, mankind has been divided into a wide variety of cultures, 
religions, languages, ethnic groups, nations, and societies that live separately in the 
world.  
 
However, diversity is not just a punishment given to human kind, but is also a gift from 
God. Because of this gift, we now have a sense of curiosity in other beings and an 
enjoyment of sharing each other’s mind. 
 
It seems that in the present world, the political forces exhibiting discriminatory 
xenophobia and narrow-minded nationalism are on the rise. Under such circumstances, 
one influential Japanese politician said that "globalism, anti-globalism, alliances and 
oppositions are temporary, the only eternal principle is 'your country first'." But is it 
really so? Shouldn't we pursue the ideal of 'human kind first' rather than 'my country 
first'? I think that the mission of a university is to overcome the differences and gaps 
within human kind and build a tower of Babel of new fraternity, not of anger or revenge. 
 
I hope that all of you will go on a journey to discover other worlds through your “active 
learnings” here at Kanazawa University. 
 
 
   
